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Introduction 

Mid Term Conference & Evaluation is a deliverable characterized by a set of events to be 

carried out by all ADMIRE project’s partners in their own countries. 

The main purpose of these events, designed in the scope of ADMIRE Work Package 7 

Dissemination and Exploitation of Results,  is to gather a total of 100 to 200 participants from 

the project’s target groups (which include representative stakeholders from national Additive 

Manufacturing (AM) supply chain’s managers and workers, researchers and teaching staff, 

students, education specialists, experts, policy and decision makers, and speakers from 

partners’ countries) to present the project and to build links with external organizations to 

promote ADMIRE. 

 

Focused on presenting and discussing ADMIRE project and its results in terms of importance 

and impact for both Education and AM Industry, the Mid Term Conferences are also an 

opportunity to promote the project and to engage different stakeholders on its different 

activities. 

 

The success of each Mid Term Conference is evaluated by using a specific questionnaire to 

be filled in by all participants at the end of the respective events. The results collected will help 

ADMIRE consortium to understand whether the events were fruitful in reaching their purposes. 

 

This Report aims to describe how ADMIRE Mid Term Conferences carried out by the 

European Welding Federation for Welding, Joining and Cutting (EWF), in Portugal, IREPA 

Laser, in France, Bremen University, in Germany and Cranfield University, in United Kingdom,  

were conducted, characterizing its organization and participants and presenting the main 

results from the questionnaires filled in by the respective participants who attended the events.  
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1 ADMIRE Mid Term Conference – EWF (30th October 2019) 

In the scope of its work to define new industry required professional profiles in Metal Additive 

Manufacturing (MAM) technology and its interest in gathering Industry and Education 

stakeholders’ points of view on EWF’s AM Qualifications (including the European Metal AM 

Engineer, a qualification in which ADMIRE project is also focused), EWF organized the 

“International Conference on EWF Qualification System”, which took place in Porto Salvo 

(Portugal), on October 30th, 2019. 

 

This event, that gathered 22 participants belonging not only to EWF’s member organizations, 

but also to other national, European and International organizations from Industry, Education 

and R&D, was an opportunity to carry out ADMIRE’s Mid Term Conference, presenting the 

project, its objectives and results, as described below. 

 

1.1 Invitation for the Event and Agenda 

Before carrying out the “International Conference on EWF Qualification System”/ADMIRE Mid 

Term Conference, a dedicated email was sent to EWF’s member organizations and other 

entities from its network which have interest and expertise in AM technology and belong to 

Education, R&D and Industry sectors. 

The email explained the objectives of the “International Conference on EWF Qualification 

System” and the activities to be carried out in its scope, which included the presentation of 

ADMIRE project, its aims and results and how the project could be an added value to 

participants’ organizations. 

The Agenda was also sent with the invitation email so that guests could see the event’s 

schedule and have a clear idea of how its activities were organized: after the Registration, 

participants would be presented with some of the projects in which EWF is actively involved: 

projects related to the development of professional profiles in the Welding sector and projects 

that address the development of new professional profiles/qualifications in AM, including 

ADMIRE project. Therefore, ADMIRE Mid-Term Conference was carried out in the scope of a 

collaborative event, where several projects were addressed. 

By the end of the event, participants would have the opportunity to evaluate ADMIRE Mid 

Term Conference success by filling in a questionnaire with specific questions about the 

project, and to network/further discuss the results from the projects’ presentation. 

ADMIRE turned out to be one of the most debated projects among the event’s attendees.   
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Fig. 1 – Agenda of the “International Conference on EWF Qualifications System” 

  

http://admireproject.eu/#.


TITLE: WP 7: Dissemination and Exploitation of Results 

 
Subject/Deliverable: D 7.6 – Mid Term Conference & Evaluation 

 

The data contained in this document contains proprietary information and it may not be copied or communicated 
to a third party or used for any other purpose than that which it was supplied without the ADMIRE consortium’s 
prior written consent. 

 
 Admire D 7.6 – Mid Term Conference & Evaluation (final)  Page 7 of 43 

 

1.2  ADMIRE project’s presentation 

The second part of the “International Conference on EWF Qualification System” session 

began with ADMIRE Mid Term Conference. Rute Ferraz (Director of EWF) presented ADMIRE 

project to all participants, explaining the scope of the project, its objectives and the results to 

be achieved by the end of its lifecycle.  

Rute Ferraz also explained how the ADMIRE European Metal AM Engineer MSc Modules 

were being piloted by the consortium to help participants understand how it can be applied to 

other European Universities and what its benefits were both for AM Industry and Education. 

 

 

Fig. 2 – ADMIRE Mid Term Conference | ADMIRE project’s presentation 

 

After ADMIRE project’s presentation, the Mid Term Conference participants were invited to 

ask questions about the work that has been carried out by ADMIRE consortium towards the 

development and implementation of the European Metal AM Engineer MSc. 

Attendees were very interested in the project’s results and were impressed with the 

achievements reached so far by ADMIRE, commenting on the project’s impact on AM Industry 

and its need for qualified personnel.   
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1.3 Mid Term Conference Evaluation 

Because it was a collaborative event where several Erasmus+ projects in which EWF is 

involved were presented, a specific assessment Questionnaire was delivered to participants 

of the “International Conference on EWF Qualification System” to be completed. This 

Questionnaire (see Annex 1) focused on three aspects of the event: 

1. General Aspects of the International Conference Organization 

Participants were asked to indicate their industrial field of activity (i.e. Additive Manufacturing, 

Welding or other), the sector they belonged to (e.g. Vocational Education and Training 

organization, Higher Education organization, Industry, etc.), the reasons behind their 

participation on the event (e.g. to share ideas/learn about EWF’s AM Qualification System and 

new Professional Profiles/Qualifications, to make new contacts (networking purpose), etc.) 

and how they came to hear about the Conference (e.g. by invitation, through the projects’ 

websites, etc.). 

The first part of the questionnaire also asked participants to rate their level of satisfaction 

regarding the general organization of the Conference (e.g. practical arrangements, relevance 

of the presentations, etc.) and other questions about their experience and impact of the event 

on they organizations’ strategies.  

 

2. Detailed features of the International Conference 

This part of the questionnaire was more focused on the projects presented during the event, 

including ADMIRE project. 

Thus, participants were asked to rate the probability of implementing ADMIRE’s outcomes 

within their professional activity and/or organization using a scale that ranged between 1 

(Impossible) and 4 (Certain) in terms of: 

a. Using cooperation strategies with HE institutions and Companies, 

b. Implementing AM Qualification Guidelines in the future, 

c. Sharing/using the provided information in a professional context. 

 

3. EWF Qualification System – Additive Manufacturing (AM) 

In addition to questions related to EWF Qualification System dedicated to the Welding sector, 

also addressed during the event, this questionnaire also focused on EWF AM Qualification 

System. Thus, participants were requested to rate each of the provided items in relation to 

their level of agreement for specific questions about ADMIRE project’s methodology and 

results presented in a dedicated session of EWF’s International Conference. Using a scale 

ranging between 1 (Strongly disagree) and 4 (Strongly agree), participants rated their level of 

agreement in terms of: 
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a. Adequacy of ADMIRE project’s Methodology and Results for the implementation of the 

AM harmonised Qualification System in Europe, 

b. Development of the methodology and results in a way that ensures cooperation 

between Industry and Education. 

The results from the Questionnaire allowed ADMIRE project’s consortium to assess the Mid 

Term Conference’s success and the project’s impact on participants. 

 

1.4 Results of the Evaluation questionnaire 

From 22 participants, EWF was able to collect 19 replies to the Evaluation Questionnaire 

delivered to participants of the ADMIRE Mid Term Conference. 

Even though the questionnaire focused not only on the project, but also on the general aspects 

of EWF’s International Conference as a whole as previously mentioned, this Report addresses 

only the results from the questions about ADMIRE project once only those allow the 

partnership to assess the Mid Term Conference’s success and the impact of the project on 

participants organizations’ activities. 

Nevertheless, it is important to refer that, overall, 18 of the respondent participants reported 

to be “Highly Satisfied” with the relevancy of the projects’ presentations, including ADMIRE.  

 

1.4.1 Detailed features of the International Conference 

 

Regarding the Detailed features of the International Conference (second part of the 

Questionnaire, described above), the results show that participants found ADMIRE project’s 

outcomes suitable to be implemented to their professional activity and/or organization. 

Proof of that is the fact that the most highly rated item of this part of the questionnaire was 

“Share/use the provided information in a professional context”, to which 18 participants replied 

as “Certain” as seen on the graphic below: 
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Graph. 1 – Results collected for the item “Share/use the provided information in a professional 
context” 

 

Almost the same result was achieved with the item “Implement AM Qualification Guidelines in 

the future” given the fact that 15 respondents indicated as “Certain” the possibility to do so, as 

showed by the graphic below: 

 

Graph. 2 – Results collected for the item “Implement AM Qualification Guidelines in the future” 

 

“Use cooperation strategies with HE institutions and Companies” was the item from this 

second part of the evaluation questionnaire that gathered more balance between “Certain” 

and “Likely”. Nevertheless, the results show that there is a high probability that ADMIRE Mid 

Term Conference will result in cooperation strategies with HE institutions and Companies 

within participants’ professional activity based on their participation on the event: 
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Graph. 3 – Results collected for the item “Use cooperation strategies with HE institutions and 
Companies” 

 

Overall, the options “Impossible” and “Unlikely” were never selected as a reply to this part of 

the questionnaire related to ADMIRE project. 

 

1.4.2 EWF Qualification System – Additive Manufacturing (AM) 

 

This part of the Assessment Questionnaire had a general question, applicable to all the 

presented projects that address AM Qualifications. 

Participants were asked to indicate their level of agreement regarding the item “The 

development of a European Qualification Standard in the scope of AM is very important”. 

Using a scale ranging from 1 (Strongly disagree) to 4 (Strongly agree), 16 participants replied 

using the highest rate, showing that they strongly agree that it is important to have a European 

Qualification Standard in the scope of AM. The graphic below illustrates the replies collected 

to this particular item: 
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Graph. 4 – Results collected for the item “The development of a European Qualification Standard in 
the scope of AM is very important” 

 

 

In addition to this general item, the questionnaire also had two specific items dedicated to the 

pertinence of ADMIRE Mid Term Conference, focusing on participants’ level of agreement 

regarding the adequacy of the project’s methodology and results towards the implementation 

of an AM harmonized qualification system in Europe and their pertinence on ensuring 

cooperation between Industry and Education.  

Using the same rating scale, participants indicated their level of agreement regarding each of 

the above-mentioned items.  

For the first item “ADMIRE Project’s Methodology and Results are adequate for the 

implementation the AM harmonised Qualification System in Europe”, 13 participants replied 

using the highest score (“Strongly Agree”), followed by 6 participants who replied “Mostly 

agree”. 

The same results were collected in the second item “ADMIRE Project’s Methodology and 

Results are developed to ensure cooperation between Industry and Education”.  
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Graph. 5 – Results collected for the questionnaire’s items related to ADMIRE Mid Term Conference 
(Pertinence) 

 

 

Less positive options such as “Mostly disagree” and “Strongly Disagree” were never selected 

by ADMIRE Mid Term Conference participants to reply to these items related to the project’s 

methodology and results pertinence, which indicates the positive impact of ADMIRE on 

participants and the success of the event.  
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2 ADMIRE Mid Term Conference – IREPA Laser (10th & 11th April 
2019) 

2.1 Invitation for the Event and Agenda 

In the framework of the project ADLIRE, IREPA LASER held a two days conference on the 

specific topics of Additive Manufacturing (AM), focusing on numerical modelization, simulation 

and recruiting issues and education in the field of AM. By involving its network, IREPA LASER 

was able to gather scientists, teachers, students, centres of technology transfer and 

manufacturers on this event. They were invited by email with attachments about the 

conference's agenda (see Fig.s 3 & 4, below) and venue’s information.  

Attendees were invited to discuss about education in the field of AM and a questionnaire has 

been delivered to all conference participants to collect their opinion about this specific feature 

during the two days conference.  

A special focus was made to ADMIRE project during “Recrutement et formation en FA: projet 

ADMIRE” (in English: “Recruitment and training in AF: ADMIRE project” ), a session conducted 

by Damien Choron (IREPA) on April 10th (see Fig. 3, below). 
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Figs. 3 & 4 – Agenda of the “International Conference on IREPA LASER - Design for AM”  

(10th and 11th April 2019, respectively) 
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2.2 ADMIRE project’s presentation 

After a welcoming coffee break, Jean-Paul Gaufillet, IREPA LASER ‘s Director, welcomed all 

44 attendees and open the conference. A series of conferences and parallel sessions were 

scheduled in order to inform attendees about the two hot topics in AM addressed by the event 

(as seen by the speakers) and to discuss issues and solutions related to those topics.  

A specific point was made about how recruiting well educated and trained professionals should 

become a major point of attention in AM.   

ADMIRE project’s program was explained by Damien Choron, ADMIRE’s project manager for 

IREPA LASER, as a way to connect Education and Industry to reply to Industry’s needs for 

qualified personnel. His speech was focused on exposing the lack of qualified workforce facing 

the increasing needs in AM industry. 

 

 

Fig. 5 & 6 – ADMIRE Mid Term Conference | ADMIRE Mid-Term Conference’s presentation 

 

2.3 Mid Term Conference Evaluation 

A specific questionnaire was distributed all along the two days conference so that attendees 

could provide their feedback about the event (see Annex 2) 

The questionnaire revealed that economical approaches and Additive Manufacturing 

processes’ quality were the two main issues of interest to the event’s participants, after 

metallurgy and post processing.  

On the other hand, the questionnaire’s results showed a low interest level on Management, 

Production line designing and Other process “Net shape” issues. 

The audience pointed out that AM is still a very technical process and that industry needs high 

level technicians. 
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Graph.6 – Results collected for the questionnaire’s items related to ADMIRE Mid Term Conference 
specific point on recruitment - matter of interest 

 

Another information revealed by this session is the fact that, for the French attendees, AM 

development is considered as a local competence. The audience regretted that no French 

university was involved on ADMIRE project.  

Distance learning also stands for a solution for delivering the knowledge for 40% of attendees. 

 

Graph.7 – Results collected for the questionnaire’s items related to ADMIRE Mid Term Conference 
specific point on recruitment – education 

 

2.4 Results of the Evaluation questionnaire 

From the 44 participants of the conference, only 5 answers to the evaluation questionnaire 

were collected. Nevertheless, they pointed out a total overall satisfaction towards the session 

and its organisation. Regarding the content, only one participant wished had learnt more. The 

presentations were of very high level and everybody noticed it. Nevertheless, attendees are 

willing to learn more. Half of the answers collected pointed that features such as Metallurgy, 

DED and WAAM and simulation in inert atmosphere and under vacuum should have been 

considered during the two days conference. 
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3 ADMIRE Mid Term Conference – ISEMP, Bremen University (19th 
& 20th September 2018) 

3.1 Invitation for the Event and Agenda 

ADMIRE Mid Term Conference in Bremen University was held in the scope of “Additive 

Manufacturing in Aerospace 2018” conference (AMA-2018). 

The formal invitation and call for abstract for this event was sent to internal as well as external 

network for the outreach of the event. The targeted audience was comprised of Education, 

Research institutes, R&D centres and Industries in the aerospace sector. The invitation 

included topics, venue, deadline for abstract submission and website for more information.  

The Agenda was also sent with the invitation email so that guests could see the event’s 

schedule and have a clear idea of how its activities were organized. The conference 

programme was organised into five sessions addressing the process chain for AM serial 

production, AM-related lightweight design, part testing and quality assurance, high-production 

rate AM technologies, and data handling and simulation-driven solutions. 

The objective of the conference was set as cutting-edge forum representing the newest 

developments if the field of Additive Manufacturing (AM). Focusing on the aircraft industry the 

symposium also intended to promote the exchange of experience between different industries 

(automotive, power, etc.) and practically oriented research institutes. 

Special focus of AMA-2018 was on challenges in serial production of metallic AM parts. The 

presentations were organised to address the well-established manufacturing methods like 

powder-bed ones and emerging methods like direct metal deposition. 
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Fig. 7 – Information about the “Additive Manufacturing in Aerospace (AMA)-2018” Conference 

 

The AMA-2018 conference had a total of 122 participants who also attended ADMIRE Mid 

Term Conference. 

3.2 ADMIRE project’s presentation 

ADMIRE Mid Term Conference consisted of a poster presentation by Dr. Olga Zinovieva, 

ISEMP, University of Bremen (see Fig. 8, below). Dr. Zinovieva explained the scope of the 

project, its objectives and the results to be achieved by the end of its lifecycle.  How ADMIRE 

MSc’s Modules were being piloted by the consortium to help participants understand how 

ADMIRE European Metal AM Engineer MSc’s modules can be applied and what its benefits 

are both for Industry and Education was also explained by Dr. Zinovieva to the conference 

attendees. 

Along with the poster presentation, the handy ADMIRE leaflets were exhibited and distributed 

among the audience (see Fig. 9, below). 
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Fig. 8 – AMA-2018 Conference | ADMIRE project’s presentation 

 

Fig. 9 – AMA-2018 Conference | ADMIRE project’s pamphlets 

 

After ADMIRE project’s presentation, the conference participants were invited to ask questions 

about the work that has been carried out by ADMIRE consortium towards the development 

and implementation of the European Metal AM Engineer MSc’s. 

Attendees were very interested in the project’s results and were impressed with the 

achievements reached so far by ADMIRE, commenting on the project’s impact on Industry 

and its need for qualified personnel. 

 

3.3 Mid Term Conference Evaluation 

The AMA-2018 had a conclusion with an assessment of the conference. Participants were told 

to thumbs-up as a gesture of positive feedback, a non-traditional way to assess the event, to 

match the innovativeness of Additive Manufacturing. 
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3.4 Results of the Evaluation questionnaire 

Fig. 10 shows the pictorial form of feedback. It can be seen that most of the participants were 

satisfied with the event.   

 

 

Fig. 10 – AMA-2018 Conference | Feedback 

 

The takeaway from the conference was that we have barely scratched the surface in terms of 

our understanding of the full potential for AM in aerospace and space. Beyond the 

technology’s major advantages such as light-weighting, the integration of functionality into a 

single part - significantly reducing manufacturing steps is proving to be one of the great 

advantages of AM. This alone has the potential to drive innovation across the aerospace 

industry. 

The fact that this event took place in the scope of a broader Conference organized by ISEMP, 

University of Bremen was an advantage for the promotion of ADMIRE project at national, 

European and International levels and for the participants’ engagement with the project’s 

outcomes.  

The probability that ADMIRE’s results will be disseminated outside the countries to which the 

project’s consortium belongs increased due to the multi-national participants. 

In conclusion, the Mid Term Conference carried out by ISEMP, University of Bremen in 

Germany was very fruitful for Additive Manufacturing in aerospace industry as well as ADMIRE 

project’s promotion. 
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4 ADMIRE Mid Term Conference – Cranfield University (7th March 
2019) 

This conference was organised by Cranfield University on the 7th of March, 2019. Because the 

event was scheduled towards the beginning of the project, it was more focused towards the 

planning of the new European Metal AM MSc course. Additionally, to increase the event’s 

exposure and impact, the conference event was also extended to participants from another 

AM programme/project that had an event as well. 

Initially, a presentation was made to share the results of the work carried out by the ADMIRE 

consortium. There was also a tour to the Welding Engineering and Laser Processing Centre 

facilities to show the practical equipment available to the prospective students in the course. 

Finally, an evaluation questionnaire was circulated amongst the participants with the data 

collected being used to gain valuable insights about the conference in specific and the project 

in general.  

4.1 Invitation for the Event and Agenda 

The prospective participants for the event were initially contacted by email. The message 

contained the time and place of the presentation and the recipients were asked to confirm their 

attendance with any specific requirements they may had on that day. 

On the day of the event, Dr Filomeno Martina initially presented a brief overview of ADMIRE, 

followed by a lab tour for all the participants. Details of the presentation are given in the 

following section. The lab tour that followed aimed to show the facilities that would be available 

to the students in the European Metal AM MSc course.  

4.2 ADMIRE project’s presentation 

A presentation detailing ADMIRE’s work was made by Dr Filomeno Martina (who was a senior 

lecturer and course director of the new course) to the participants of the event (a total of 38 

participants from Education and Industry sectors). As mentioned previously, this was primarily 

focused on the design and preparation for the new European Metal AM MSc course which 

was developed as part of ADMIRE (Fig. 11).  
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Fig. 11 - ADMIRE Presentation 

 

The presentation was approximately 30mins long and started with an introduction to the 

project and its partners. This was followed by a description of ADMIRE objectives. One of 

these objectives (the reduction of the skills gap between industry and academia) was further 

elaborated and the new European Metal AM MSc course was presented as a possible solution 

to the problem. The course, containing 8 modules along with two types of projects, would be 

delivered in Cranfield University as shown in Fig. 12. 

 

Fig. 12 - Course structure slide 
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The presentation then moved onto the different course options i.e., MSc, PgDip or PgCert that 

would be available and how each of these were structured. The idea of “piloting” each module 

as a short course was also covered and other aspects of the project such as the Problem 

Based Learning (PBL) database, AM resources database and the AM council were also 

presented. The presentation was then concluded by stating how this course has been started 

to shape the future workforce and how everyone could get involved in making this endeavour 

constantly better.  

After the presentation of the project, the participants were shown around the facilities of the 

Welding Engineering and Laser Processing Centre (Fig. 13). This tour, as stated previously, 

showed the facilities available to the students during their studies. It included explanations of 

how different hardware were used during the AM process and their relative advantages and 

limitations. 

 

Fig. 13 - Lab tour 

 

4.3 Mid Term Conference Evaluation 

Once the conference was concluded, participants were invited to fill in a satisfaction 

questionnaire that was sent to them over email. The questionnaire primarily focused on the 

quality of the conference and the presentation. Initially, there was a thematic question that 

asked the participants if they were satisfied with the conference in general.  

Then, participants were asked about the quality of the facilities and breaks provided to them. 

This was followed by questions on the presentation and if they were satisfied with the 

speaker(s) and the topics presented.  After this, the questionnaire moved onto the duration of 

the conference and if the participants were happy with the length of the event. Finally, 
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participants were able to provide any additional information about the topics they would have 

liked to be covered and optional information i.e., name, organisation and their reason for 

attending the event. The thematic representation of the questionnaire is shown below: 

 

 

Fig. 14 - Questionnaire Themes 

 

It was also believed that the split into its thematic components would further help with the 

analysis of the results (discussed in the subsequent section).  

4.4 Results of the Evaluation questionnaire 

Because the number of responses was quite low (i.e., 7), quantitative methods were not 

preferred. In fact, as shown in Table 1, the Pearson’s product moment correlation values 

(using IBM SPSS Statistics 26) between the subthemes shown in Fig. 14 and the overall 

conference quality did not show any statistically significant results. Therefore, the responses 

to each question were analysed individually and qualitatively.   

 Facilities Intermissions Speaker Themes Insights Knowledge Duration Overall 

Overall Pearson 

Correlation 

-.167 .750 -.548 -.167 -.167 .548 .548 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .721 .052 .203 .721 .721 .203 .203  

N 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

Table 1 - Pearson’s product moment correlation 

Conference 
Quality

Organisational 
Quality 

Facilities

Intermissions

Content 
Quality

Speaker

Themes

Insights

Knowledge

Duration
Aditional 

Topics
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Before proceeding, it must be noted that although the pie charts were directly imported from 

Google Docs (platform used to implement the satisfaction questionnaire), the mean and 

standard deviation (σ) scores were calculated using the IBM SPSS Statistics 26 software. To 

input the data into the software and subsequently run tests on them, the answers were 

converted to their numerically equivalent values shown in Table 2. 

 

Answers Values 

Very satisfied 4 

Satisfied 3 

Dissatisfied 2 

Very Dissatisfied 1 

Table 2 - Answers to Numerical Value 

 

Once this was done, the mean and σ values for all the subthemes were determined and shown 

in Table 3: 

 Mean Std. Deviation N 

Facilities 3.5714 .53452 7 

Intermissions 3.4286 .53452 7 

Speaker 3.7143 .48795 7 

Themes 3.5714 .53452 7 

Insights 3.5714 .53452 7 

Knowledge 3.2857 .48795 7 

Duration 3.2857 .48795 7 

Overall 3.5714 .53452 7 

 

Table 3 - Mean and σ values for the subthemes 

 

4.4.1 Overall Conference Quality 

The responses for the overall quality are shown in graphic 8 below and it is seen that all the 

respondents were either “Satisfied” or “Very satisfied” with the conference with 57.1% being 

“Very satisfied” and 42.9% being “Satisfied”. This is further supported by the mean and σ 

values in Table 3  that have the values of 3.57 and 0.53 respectively. This shows that the 

conference was pretty well received with the audience and that there were no major concerns 

associated with it. 
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Graph. 8 - Overall conference quality responses 

 

4.4.2 Organisational Quality  

This theme was divided into two subthemes (i.e., Facilities and Intermissions). The results for 

both questions concerning these subthemes are shown in graphic 9: 

 

Graph. 9 - Organisational quality results 

 

When considering the facilities first, 4 respondents were clearly satisfied with quality of the 

facilities and the remaining 3 were satisfied. Once again (from Table 3), a mean of 3.57 (σ = 

0.53) suggested that it was in between the two answers thereby proving that the respondents 

were satisfied with the facilities provided during the proceedings.  

The quality of the breaks (including lunch) during the conference was determined next. Here, 

it was seen that 3 participants were clearly satisfied, and 4 participants were satisfied with the 
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quality of intermissions during the sessions. The mean from Table 3, 3.43 (σ value of 0.53) is 

slightly lower than that of the quality of the facilities due to more respondents being “satisfied” 

rather than “clearly satisfied” with the intermissions. However, it is still seen that the 

respondents, in general, were still happy with this aspect of the session. 

4.4.3  Content Quality 

The quality of content during the event was further split into four subcategories as shown in 

Fig. 14: speaker, themes, insights and knowledge. The results from the survey for each of 

these subthemes are shown in the graphic below:  

 

Graph. 10 - Content quality results 

 

For the first subtheme (the speaker quality), the respondents agreed that the speaker was 

good with 5 answers stating that they were clearly satisfied and 2 stating that they were 

satisfied. This was further evidenced by the mean (Table 3) that had a score of 3.71 (σ value 

of 0.49) which, was the highest amongst all the subthemes investigated.  

The answers for the session’s themes were also fairly positive with 4 respondents being clearly 

satisfied and 3 being satisfied with this feature of the event. Once again, the mean of 3.57 (σ 

value of 0.53) score from Table 3 reflected this trend that suggested the quality of themes 

within the session was satisfactory to the respondents.   

The quality of insights provided were rated similarly to the quality of themes within the session 

with 4 participants being clearly satisfied and 3 being satisfied with the quality. The mean and 

σ values from Table 3 were also similar to that of theme quality.  

The final subtheme (i.e., knowledge) showed more respondents (5) being satisfied and the 

remaining (2) being clearly satisfied. Because more participants were only satisfied and not 

clearly satisfied, the mean (Table 3) was lower than the other subthemes having a value of 

3.29 (σ value of 0.49); in fact this was the lowest mean score of all the areas explored with the 

survey. However, although this subtheme had the joint lowest mean score, the results still 
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showed that no respondent had a negative experience since they were all either clearly 

satisfied or satisfied with the knowledge gained. 

4.4.4 Duration   

When participants were asked if they were satisfied with the duration of the event, the answers 

were, once again, between clearly yes or rather yes. No response was recorded for rather no 

or clearly no. However, when looking at the results in the graphic below, it is seen that 71.4% 

of the responses were rather yes and 28.6% were clearly yes. The mean score (3.29; σ value 

of 0.49), which was the joint lowest, also corroborated the fact that its satisfaction was lower 

than the other explored topics. It is believed that this could be because certain participants 

thought the event was a bit short as seen in Graphic 12, which was a follow up question to 

why they weren’t satisfied with the duration of the event. 

 

Graph. 11 - Duration results- I 

 

Graph. 12 - Duration results- II 
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4.4.5 Additional Topics 

When asked if they would have liked any other topics to be covered during the event, 71.4% 

of the respondents replied negatively. Of the 28.6% (2 respondents) that said they would have 

liked to see additional topics, one of them, when asked which ones, replied that they would 

have liked to see examples of exams sheet. 

For the other auxiliary questions, 4 participants responded to the optional question of why they 

attended the event; as seen Graphic 13, 75% (3 respondents) stated that they wanted to 

obtain/share information and 1 respondent (25%) was there to make new contacts. Two 

participants also stated that they first heard about this particular event through an invitation.  

 

Graph. 13 - Reasons for event attendance 

 

Therefore, from the all survey results collected, it is seen that they were no negative responses 

from any of the survey respondents for any of the subthemes explored i.e., all the answers 

were either clearly satisfactory or satisfactory. This suggest that the event was in general 

pretty well received with no major drawback, although it must be noted that the length of the 

event could have been slightly longer to perhaps capture more themes which could have also 

assisted with imparting further knowledge on different themes of the project. However, these 

responses were still generally satisfactory and only minor revisions are required to make the 

overall experience even better. 

Finally, it is believed that for more conclusive insights from the survey, quantitative methods 

must be applied which requires a higher number of responses for statistically significant 

results.  
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5 Main conclusions 

In face of all the results obtained from the satisfaction questionnaires filled in by the total 226 

participants (from Education, Research and Industry) of the four ADMIRE Mid Term 

Conferences, it is safe to conclude all events were successful not only in terms of contents 

but also in terms of engaging participants with ADMIRE results. 

In the case of EWF’s International Conference in which ADMIRE Mid Term Conference took 

place, it was an advantage for the promotion of ADMIRE project at national, European and 

International levels and for the participants’ engagement with the project’s outcomes. The 

probability that ADMIRE’s results will be disseminated outside the countries to which the 

project’s consortium belongs increased due to the event participants’ nationalities, which 

included Turkey and United States, for example. Also, the results obtained from the evaluation 

questionnaire applied to this event’s participants indicate that the probability that ADMIRE 

project’s outcomes will be implemented within their professional activities and organizations 

is very high due to the replies provided to the items related to the implementation of 

cooperation strategies with HE institutions and companies and to the implementation of AM 

Qualification Guidelines in the future, both rated by the majority of participants as “Certain”, 

the highest score. In conclusion, the Mid Term Conference carried out by EWF in Portugal 

was very fruitful for ADMIRE project’s dissemination and potential implementation and 

success among the event’s participants and their organizations.  

As for the participants of the Mid Term Conference held by IREPA, they showed interest on 

economical approaches and on AM processes’ quality once, in France, AM is still a very 

technical process that requires high level technicians. According to the results, the 

presentations made during the Mid Term Conference were considered as high level 

presentations, even though participants would like to know more about the processed in place 

on AM. Another information to take in consideration is that most participants would like French 

Universities to be part of the partnership or being able to pilot the European Metal AM MSc, 

which is prove of its pertinence to Education and to Industry.  

In Bremen University, participants considered the Mid Term Conference a success. They were 

very impressed by ADMIRE and its potential impact both in Education and in Industry in terms 

of qualifying personnel in AM. Due to participants’ multinational backgrounds, there is a good 

possibility that ADMIRE outcomes can be disseminated outside the countries of the 

partnership, which could ultimately have a big impact on their exploitation and sustainability. 

Finally, the description made by Cranfield University regarding the results from the satisfaction 

questionnaire applied to their Mid Term Conference participants is self-explanatory: 

participants were very satisfied with the event and only wished it was longer. They were 

pleased with the quality of the speaker, the themes addressed during the event and they found 

the presentations and insights provided of relevance.  

Overall, the total number of participants on Mid Term Conferences was achieved (226) and 

the Evaluation results allows ADMIRE consortium to conclude these events were very 

successful not only in terms of contents but also in terms of the possibility to see ADMIRE 

results implemented by some of those participants in their own field of activities. 
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ANNEX 1 | EWF Mid Term Conference Evaluation Questionnaire 
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ANNEX 2 | IREPA Laser Mid Term Conference Evaluation 
Questionnaire 
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ANNEX 3 | Cranfield University Mid Term Conference Evaluation 
Questionnaire  
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